ALEPPO -ETEMPLE 


A.A.O.N.MLS. 


OFFICE OF THE POTENTATE 
Boston, Mass., Dec. 1, 1906. 
Nobles of Aleppo Temple: 

Your committee to whom was referred the subject as to the advisability and cost of erecting in Boston a suitable 
building for the purposes and use of Aleppo Temple, with instructions to report in print to the members of the Temple 
at the annual meeting in December, 1906, would respectfully submit the following: 

Your general committee have had several meetings during the year, at which sub-committees of the general com- 
mittee were appointed who took up the different branches of the problem, and the result of that work is embodied 
in this report. 

The sub-committee on a possible site for a building consisting of Nobles Chas. D. Burrage, John W. Bruty and 
George W. Morrison, have presented some very desirable locations, which for obvious reasons we will not mention in 
this report. However, the one which was considered the most available and desirable could be procured, if purchased 
at once, for about $135,000. 

The sub-committee on procuring plans and designing building consisted of Nobles Chas. C. Henry and James 
S. Blake, who, upon the advice and consent of the full committee, selected for an architect Noble Lewis H. Bacon, 
of Boston. After several [interviews with Noble Bacon as to the necessary accommodations for our rapidly increasing 
membership, the enclosed plans were drawn and compiled, to give you an idea of what is thought necessary for our 
use. Of course, no one of the general committee understands that this plan is final or wholly approved, but simply 
a suggestion as to what the Temple requires, and a basis on which to estimate the cost of such a building indicated 
in this plan. An approximate estimate has been made of what such a building could be erected for. In round numbers, 
it is placed at $450,000. 

To give you a more comprehensive idea of the accommodations of this building, we submit here in full the 
report of the Architect to the general committee. 

The sub-committee on financing the cost of this plant were Nobles Chas. D. Burrage and Everett C. Benton, who 
suggest the following plan and proportions: 


Mopal costpotePlantiey a. % « vaieaeen aes Mate ils cles AR. Sens 0 es ee $600,000.00 
Raise on first mortgage land and building...................... $400,000.00 
By sale of 1,000 5% 30 year Bonds, par value $100 each......... 100,000.00 


By sale of 10,000 shares of the Capital Stock of the Aleppo Temple 
Building Association (total amount of capital $100,000.00, par 
Vial UeR Gl OrEACly) meses ciererrsitemncns ea ticlenere eek ate ce a ecarcbemen ates € ccna neces oe 100,000.00 $600,000.00 
Your sub-committee further add, ‘‘We do not believe that it would be possible, under the present condition of the 
finances of Aleppo Temple to successfully finance any such amount as this. The only possible way in which it could 
be done, if the desire to have a building is strong within the hearts of the members, there should be no difficulty 
in securing subscription of stock for the additional amount required. 
Your general committee suggests, in the consideration of this part of the problem, that if the nearly 5,000 


Beemer of Aleppo Temple should average the taking of two shares apiece, at $10 each, the project could be safely 


considered. 

It is assumed by your committee that the maintenance of the building would be covered by its rentals. We 
have consulted with parties familiar with the public buildings of Boston, who inform us that there is a constant 
demand for the accommodation which this building would provide. 

Your committee has performed its duties to the best of their ability and present the result of their research to 
you in this somewhat lengthy report, which the importance of the subject we think demanded. 

Further action now lies within the volition of the Temple and your committee beg leave to withdraw. 


CHARLES C. HENRY, 
EVERETT C. BENTON, 
EUGENE V. R. THAYER, 
ALBERT L. RICHARDSON, 
BENJAMIN W. ROWELL, 
GEORGE H. MORRISON, 
EDWARD H. WISE, 
CHARLES D. BURRAGE, 
JAMES S. BLAKE, 
JOHN W. BRUTY, 
LAFAYETTE G. BLAIR, 
Committee on Aleppo Temple Building. 


“introduction of stores would also entail the loss of a considerable portion of the basement 


Orrice or Lewis H. Bacon, ArcHITEcT, 
27 Seuoot STREET, ‘ 
Boston, Mass., Nov. 8, 1906. 
To THE CoMMITTEE ON BuiILDING FoR ALEPPO TEMPLE, 

Gentlemen: — Complying with your request, I have prepared and submit herewith plans for the proposed new building 
A Aleppo Temple, and will describe as briefly as possible the nature of the problem as well as the main points in 
the plans. ; ‘ 

y A building of sufficient size to properly accommodate our Order must have a large floor area which would have 
a seating capacity somewhere between the Grand Hall in the Mechanics Building and the Symphony Hall, with some 
necessary appointments not provided in either of these buildings. 

Inasmuch as income from rentals must be given most careful consideration, the type of building to be erected 
must be studied with this factorin mind. The income may be derived from three sources; Ist, from stores on the ground 
floor; 2d, from theatrical and operatic performances, and 3d, from exhibitions of all kinds, conventions, public meetings 
dinners, balls, concerts, lectures, etc. The laws of the State, as well as the location of the building in the City, have 
an important bearing on the character of the building and the uses to which it is put. 

The main requirements of the present laws regarding this class of building are as follows: 


1. Fire-proof construction throughout, 

2. Height limited to 80 feet, except in the older business parts of the City. 

3. Exits on the main front equal to 20 inches in width for each 100 people seated, and exits of similar 
width, at the rear, onto public streets or open private ways. 

4, If used as a theatre, a brick fire wall between the stage and all other portions of the building with 
no openings whatever, from the basement to roof, excepting the proscenium arch, a door 3 feet 
wide for orchestra and one other door not over 3 feet wide, Also the stage may not be elevated 
more than 5 feet above the street level. 


The exits from the building must be from 42 feet to 50 feet wide at both front and rear, if the hall is to con- 

tain 2,500 to 3,000 seats, and this irontage must be deducted when the_preposition te—build stores isconsidered. The 

, twenty or more additional 

steps to the hall floor; loss of income from certain classes of exhibitions, and would necessitate a considerable increase 
in the ground area in order to provide all of the required accommodations under the eig! f limi 

The question of stores and location must be considered togeti i 
City where the rentals would not only afford an income on the additional cost of the bt 
values and higher fixed charges. 

The peculiar construction and plan of a building which may be used for theatric 
practicable to use it for the work of the Order, except at a great disadvantage and sacrific 3 

Taking all things into account, it has seemed best to recommend for your consider j ng designed pri- 
marily for your own needs, with an auditorium and a basement story which may be rented for a variety of purposes, 
as enumerated. y 

The accompanying plans show a building 158 feet front by 210 feet deep, assuming the site will be an inside 
lot in a block 225 feet or more from street to street. 

The auditorium is located on the first floor, elevated about 7 feet from the street, and is approached through a porch 
12 feet wide, a lobby 25 feet wide and corridors 12 feet wide, entirely surrounding the main room and opening onto 
the street in the rear. 

The main room is 100 feet wide by 122 feet long, increasing to 128 feet by 136 feet at gallery level, with a seat- 
ing capacity of 1,480 on the floor and 1,350 in the gallery, making a total of 2,780 feet. 

Considerable attention has been given to the form, approaches and slope of the gallery, as it is thought that these 
seats will afford the best opportunity to view the work of the Temple. On the second or balcony floor are located two 
spacious rooms which may be used for receptions, refreshments and other purposes and rented with the main hall if required, 

An innovation, perhaps, is proposed in designing a stage of sufficient size to do all of the work of the Order, but it 
is believed that good results may be obtained with a minimum loss of floor space, the temporary extension of the stage 
displacing but 280 seats, leaving a total of 2,500 in the hall. 

The upper walls of the hall are broken by projecting bay windows, having in mind not only the architectural effect 
but the acoustics and ventilation. 

The basement story contains a dining hall 110 feet by 128 feet with seating capacity of 1,200 to 1,300 at the 
tables. served from an adjoining room 23 feet by 100 feet. There are also locker rooms for the Arab Patrol and the 
candidates, and an inclined entrance to rear street for the convenient delivery for caterers’ supplies and merchandise 
for exhibitions. 

All stairways are planned to be direct, easy of access and of ample width. 

Coat and toilet rooms are provided where they can be conveniently reached not only by members but by the 
public whenever the hail is rented. s 

Special attention has been given to dressing-rooms and other accommodations for the officers, these being located 
on a mezzanine or half-story between the first and second floors, generous in number and easy of access. A distinct 
feature of the plans is the space devoted to apartments for a moderate sized club, to which only members of the Order 


would be eligible. All appointments of club life have been provided; smoking room, billiards, cards, cafd¢, private 


dining-rooms, about forty-five chambers, kitchen and servants’ quarters. The space devoted to club purposes is that 
across the front of the building over the entrance, extending up to the roof level of the main hall and admits carrying 
the facade up the full height of the building rather than two stories high with a set-back to the wall of main hall. 

The architectural design of the building has been given much thought; the desire to erect a building of Moorish 
design in harmony with the historic associations of the Order, having been reluctantly abandoned as being in no way 
suited to a building of modern plan. 

Realizing that the building must have a distinctive character, with some strong. well-m d central feature to 
indicate the hall back of the facade, the Venetian Gothic style was selected as being particularly adapted to the plan of 
the building. This style, probably more than any other, admits of the use of small openings in the upper walls of the 
facade and is withal strongly marked by the influence of Moorish architecture. The Venetian palaces have ever been 
admired for their grace and beauty, a noted writer and critic of architecture conceding the Ducal Palace, from which 
the main features of the accompanying design are adapted, to be the most successful piece of civic architecture in Europe. 

The materials of the exterior may, with perfect propriety, be of terra cotta; being economical for the duplication 
of the ornamental parts as well as adapted to the modern steel frame construction. 

The author of these plans realizes that the problem is one which must be worked out to a large degree by those 
familiar with the work of the Order and he invites generous criticisms and suggestions in order that the building may 
give universal satisfaction to the members and be adapted to as many other useful purposes as possible. 


Yours respectfully LEWIS H. BACON, Architect 
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